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Original Article

Infection control nurses' multi-disciplinary collaboration in medical-related
infection prevention and control in their first year of certification

Chiho Takeda, Yasuko Kurihara

[Abstract]

The current study’s purpose was to clarify multi-disciplinary collaboration and obtain suggestions
for promotion in the prevention and control of medical-related infections among nurses in their first
vear of infection control certification.

Subjects were 10 certified infection control nurses in their first year of qualification. The study
design was qualitative inductive, using a semi-structured interview method. Interviews were
conducted from February to March 20xx, with items including first-vear infection control
implementation and what is important in its practice.

Data were analvzed, while retaining contextual meaning, by extracting and coding sentences or
paragraphs related to multi-disciplinary collaboration and team practice in infection control. Through
comparison and verification of encoded commonalities and differences, characteristics were
abstracted and (sub) categories were extracted. Validity of analysis was ensured through reception
of supervision from an experienced qualitative researcher.

As a result of analysis, 128 codes, 19 subcategories, and 6 categories, including “a humble
attitude” and “disseminating roles to other disciplines through dialogue”, were extracted.
Furthermore, the relationship between each category was analyzed according to the research
purpose, and expressed as an aspect of multi-disciplinary collaboration.

In their first vear of qualified multi-disciplinary collaboration, subjects deepened their “practice
conscious of multi-disciplinary expertise” through “a humble attitude” and embracing “disseminating
roles to other disciplines through dialogue” as opportunities for communication. Through this
process, subjects grasped “re-acknowledging multi-disciplinary expertise as a driving force for team
practice” and “necessity of information sharing and mutual support with regional disciplines” in
regional collaboration. Moreover, in promoting multi-disciplinary collaboration, “acquiring a mentor”
revealed the impact of a mentor’s presence.

Results suggest the importance of mentors able to be role models in the first vear of nurses’
infection control certification to promote multi-disciplinary collaboration in prevention and control of
medical-related infections.

[Key words] First year of qualification, Infection control, Certified nurse, Multi-disciplinary
collaboration, Qualitative research
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