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Characteristics of Acute Care Nursing

— Focus on Personal Qualitative Analysis in the ICU ——

Kumi Terashima

[Abstract]

The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of nursing for patients in critical conditions. Sixteen
processes from four nursing activities were collected from the ICU where the researcher worked for eleven weeks. First, the
above mentioned sixteen processes were classified into basic nursing structures. Next, meanings of nursing were extracted
from the above classified processes featuring recognitions and expressions of nurses. Analysis was done by scientific
abstraction based on the materialistic epistemology showing the characteristics of nursing to patients in critical conditions.
The findings are meant to support patients in situations such as recovery stage, re-recognition stage, and an unusual daily

life stage.

[Key Words) Acute care nursing, Critical care, ICU, Nightingale's theory, Vital power
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