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What sociologists should learn from Hegel
Yukinobu Kato

[Abstract)

Not less than 150 years have past since sociology was systematized, however we can not help
admitting that no sociologist succeeds to construct the general image of society at which Comte and
Spencer aimed. As a matterof fact, it is very difficult to construct the general image of society, but
it is not impossible.

We can get an index of the solution of this problem not only from Comte, Spencer but also
from Hegel. He was an eminent philosopher, and also explained the process of the developmemt of
mankind by his “Vorlesungen uber die Philosophie der Geschichte” and elucidated for the first time
the logical double construction of state and society by his “Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts”.

His achievements were succeeded by Engels and others, however Engels flatly denied Hegel’s
“absoluter Geist”, which was the essence of his philosophy. So Engels made several mistakes in

the succeesion to Hegel. Therefore we should learn from Hegel himself,not Engels and others.
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